colonic obstruction. Improved description of the utility of the gallium scan and other nuclear medicine procedures would also be helpful. As the authors state, however, the text is not intended to be a compendium of radiographic technique. Instead, they present a concise overview of the field of radiology and offer preliminary instruction in the interpretation of basic images. The authors succeed in teaching a commonsense approach to basic medical problems as well, so that the text is especially useful for students in the introduction to clinical medicine segments of their training. Herein lies the strength of the text, and I enthusiastically recommend it. Most physicians can remember unusual, bizarre, or tantalizing clinical experiences. Patients, being people, come in all sizes, varieties, and orientations-a constantly changing panorama of humanity. Most physicians who have practiced as long and successfully as has Dr. Kra have the raw material to write a book similar to this one, but few could mold their experiences into the interesting presentation Dr. Kra has provided.
Almost all of his stories concern patients for whom he was responsible and about half of the chapters describe episodes which occurred when he was a medical student in Europe. He also includes a lengthy and interesting description of his own illness, as a child in Nazi Germany, when Adolph Hitler inadvertently saved him from an unpleasant and unnecessary procedure.
Of course, every patient provides evidence of Dr. Kra's diagnostic expertise. Most are triumphs but a few are failures, in the sense that the patient does not benefit or dies. The bizarre and romantic aspects of the stories may be a bit overblown, but the result is entertaining reading. This is not a book from which to teach internal medicine, but it is good for a quiet couple of hours on vacation.
PHILIP One may have observed on the wards of most medical teaching services the presence of a "little blue notebook" crammed with a myriad of rules (e.g., increase in PaCO2 of 10 mmHg is associated with a decrease of 0.08 units in the arterial pH), clinical "pearls," anatomical landmarks, and other medical incunabula garnered over the intern and resident's training. This new pocket-sized handbook may serve as the lazy man's version of just such a notebook. I was impressed to find here practical material ranging from a complete section on the reading of the ECG, to a differential diagnosis of eosinophilia, a chart of peripheral nerve dermatomes, a chart on the diagnostic significance of thyroid function tests, and much more in its mere almost 190 pages.
